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Barnum and Bailey “Spain’’ Bandwagon and 10-horse team. 


Note all horses in step. 
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There is an_ interesting 
article in the October (1951) 
NATURAL HISTORY anent the first 
elephant ever brought to America. The 
writer, however, confused this first ele- 
phant (brought from India by Jacob 
Crowninshield of Salem in 1796) with 
Old Bet who was the second elephant to 
reach our shores. The Crowninshield 
elephant apparently had no name, being 
known only as “‘the elephant.’ The 
writer of the article also confused 
Hachaliah Bailey with the much later 
James A. Bailey who wasn’t really a 


Bailey at all. 
—Sent in by Allen Wescott 


Are You Deadwood? 


We have a number of names 
on our List of members, that are 
‘““deadwood.’’ Meaning that those 
persons are not up to date in pay- 
ment of dues. These persons 
have been receiving all the bene- 
fits of CHS—that is they get the 
Bandwagon—they get the pic- 
tures—they get what ever else is 
mailed out to the members—and 
last but not least, they are able 
to say: ‘‘! am a member of the 
Circus Historical Society.” They 
don’t mention though that they 
are not members in good stand- 
ing. |, as Secretary, ask that 
each of you when you read this, 
take the time to check your mem- 
bership card and see if you are 
numbered among this group. I’d 
like to have everyone paid up— 
I'd like not to have to advise any 
one of you that | have dropped 
you from the membership list. | 
want to get out a new Roster of 
members. In fact | have had 
several requests that | do this. | 
can't list YOU as a member if 
you are not paid up. So—let’s 
all get with it—if you are in ar- 
rears—pay up. If you are no 
longer interested in CHS, will you 
please drop me a card telling me 
of this fact? | want to be fair 
and square with you all, but some 
of you are not being fair to CHS. 
Think about this and act accord- 
ingly. 


In conclusion, Agnes and | 
thank all of you for your faith in 
us, as evidenced by your votes in 
the recent election. We appreci- 
ate your votes and hope to be 
worthy of your confidence in us. 


ROBERT C. KING, | 
Secretary 


Bob Stevens, owner of Stevens Bros. 
Circus, Hugo, Oklahoma, and Clara 
Turner were married on January 14th. 





To the C. H. S. Members 


One again yau have elected me to another two-year term, as your 
President. During the past five years, | have tried to fulfill my 
office as faithfully as | could , | know that it is an utter impossibility 
to please everyone. 


Reviewing the past five years we have held a Convention every 
year, Jamestown, N. Y.; South Bend, Ind.; Baraboo, Wisc.; Chicago, 
Ill., and Cincinnati, Ohio. | attended every one. This year we will 
again return to Baraboo, Wisc. | will announce the dates by the 
first of April as we are trying to arrange to hold it with a circus, 
either the latter part of July or early August. Our treasury is in 
good financial balance. It is true we have lost members but we have 
also gained new ones 


Our new Vice-President, Bill Green, is well known to all of you. 
He was one of the charter members, No. 9, editor of the “Call of 
the Calliope’’ and | feel will make a fine officer. Bob King, Walter 
Pietschmann, and |, are old wheel horses, and | know that Agnes 
King as editor will continue to do a good job. So let us all work 
together and keep CHS on an even keel, recognized as a respected 


club preserving the circus lore of old as well as new 


BETTE LEONARD 
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1951 ROUTE BOOK 


ROUTE — PROGRAM — SEASON HIGHLIGHTS 
PERSONNEL PICTURES GALORE — SUPPLY LIMITED 
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FRED W. STAFFORD, Jr. 


17 BARBARA ROAD, BRISTOL, CONN. 
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Bette Leonard Re-Elected President 
of C. H. S. 


In the recent election of officers of CHS, Bette Leonard was again 
elected to the office of President, by a large majority. Bette ha 
done a good job as our President, and | am sure that we all wish t 


offer our congratulations to her on her re-election 


As Secretary, also re-elected, | have a bone to pick with a number: 
of you | sent out 250 ballots to the list of members, and only 145 
ballots were returned to Bill Kasiska, Election Commissioner That 
means that 105 of you did not take enough interest in CHS to vote 
for the officers. From time to time | am advised by some member: 
that he or she is not satisfied with the way things are going There 
is but one way for you to make a change in some of these things 
and that is to vote. Asa nation, we are a little lax in our privileg 
to vote: we criticize the administration, but if we do not vote, why 
should we be critical of what is done—whether it is our governmental 
officials or the officials of our Circus Historical Society? It’s too 
yt 


late to vote now, but let each member of CHS remember this—dand 


two years from now when we have our next election—LET’S EVERY 


BODY VOTE! 
Foll wing are the results of the election 


FOR PRESIDENT—Bette Leonard, |12: C. S. Karland Frischkorn, 
32: Blank, 1. 


FOR VICE-PRESIDENT—Wm. “Bill’’ Green, 89; Robert Bernard, 
9: Richard Conover, 33; John Heidl, 7 
Condon, |; Bill Kasiska, 1; Johnny Vogelsang, |; Blank, 3. 


/ 


John Boyle, 1; Chalmer 


FOR SECRETARY—Robert C. King, 120; John Heidl, 21; Bill 
Kasiska, |; Blank, 3. 


FOR TREASURER—Walter Pietschmann, 65; Clarence Shank, 37: 
Robert C. King, 40; Defective Ballots, 2; Blank, |. 


EDITOR OF THE BANDWAGON—Agpnes W. King, 136; Ed. Cripps, 
1: Bill Green, 2; Charles Kitto, 1; Bette Leonard, |; Blank, 4. 


The above returns have been certified to the Secretary by Bill 


Kasiska, Election Commissioner. 


ROBERT C. KING, Secretary 
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Christy Bros. Circus Final Tour 1930 


By Joseph T. Bradbury, No. 442 


1 5 Ring Circus, owns , 

by W. Christy made cession ame yde . joor and 
1930. The Christy shov timekeey A. G. Green, banners. Wil 
the most beautiful show \dsay IS producing clown and 
ured. It is well remembered Own | included, Pat Lindsey 

y all circus fans. The 20 bie vy. John ey. Charle 
led with | bandwagon na sra y, Albert Chaplin, 
] Br } i i f J j eririie’;r « 

Christy 


itter it 


; 


okhou 


-apacity was increased 


, d O continuance of the famous 
lumbia, and Asi at prone pe 

a re enin« Noah and the Ark,” that 
ld Cleopatra’s Barge re 


past years A bright 


ica 
the 
Indwagon from 
' a a urnament was substi 
Christy also had many old car 4 itp , 
All of the ward 
imum & Bailey cages in his men 


is well as the delightful little , : iyo 
, aine ie novelty of the previous year, 


that the small fry loved ) 
pen air menagerie with the 
canopies. Twenty 
the “‘young Barnum, ( were cc 1, along with 9 ele 
having the Christy Bros. ha | 4 | everal zebras and 
circuses on the road, wa ) 1d ck to complete the very 


jlealer in circus equipment. xtensive menagerie Some 60 head of 


' , Iso carried 
tragic tory of the ill-fated 1930 . . 


almost a pattern for so many 92 reet 


were new. The show 


parade was by far 


that failed during the depression the ngest and most spectacular parade 


w can match the loyalty of < ever presented by Christy. Many of the 


nnel in getting the ' amous old Ringling Bros., Barnum & 


Rockies and back int Baile ( 


Fe ret 1ugh Sells Bros. band 
South Houston, Texas wagons and tableaux were in that par 


aon 


erie fF misfortunes caused the de Al an air calliope made into an 


failure Bad business caused by Barnum & Bailey corner statue then 


r 

i 
was foremo: then ex ) n ni old Louella Fore 
weather on a= ( pty Vil | steam calli pe was 
Northwestern 1 Plain Cc Ms ¢ pe got to Christy 


bringing about 1 how tel } on Gollmar Br Circus 


pened J if if) (50 Anima| act highlighted the 1930 perl 
April | : entimenta! nce presented in 5 ring The 
usually 1 hi nov isplay wa unusual Hor 
In 1913 he f y| 0 al thers danced a clog on 
to Texas and T plat 1 large menagerie num 
made hi Si rt toner wa red. Domestic animal 
uccess. re a present in the performance 
use cats climbed and swung 
ind dey vibe sh bantam roosters jumped over 


Southern qu hurdle ind rode a Ferris Wheel. Goat 
mpany owner George \ 
mage Mr Ge 
W M Th 
H. Culp ga t Trained leopards, zebras, camels, and 
rford, general agen a elephants also performed Other feat 
ntracting agent; A sra ; included the Knight Family of acro 
in; Rhoda Roya its; the Li Hung Chin Chinese troupe 
director; Everette Jame and f tumbl! ind the Connors troupe of 
ter; Prof. Deu, side show manager walke Indians were also present 
Friedman teward; Norman Bain in tl rmance a ell as in the 
big top canvas; Curley Dixon, trai 1 West Concert doing native Indian 
| Charle Conner tock Jim dance 
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walked tight wire, and eight troupe 


canines worked at one time 





Busine was good at the opener, but 
the show ran into trouble with govern 
ment official ver the dipping of ani 
mals for health requlations, and several 
1used The show 

ti (; OSE Creek then § ft 
Arthur, and then on into Louisiana 
Arkan Business in the latter 
tted Hot Springs had 2 

E| Dorado and Russel 

but Camden was terribl« 

1d into Oklahoma Okla 


or a were most other 


Were Ct 


and the show wa 
tands in 
Jer 
Ama iy 2 gave 
it all 
50 cent price 


cent 
From the Panhandle the 
New Mexico and busine 
was even se At Clovis it was de 
ciaed how t 10 cars, the 
other |Q0 | y sent DOaACk 
That | OW 


no pla 


even at Z)D 


sh w went int 


quarters 

with leepers 

workinqmen or driver 

} the tiat T he 

tf Y elephant 
inimal 

cut 

like an ilaraed three car outfit 

the u ‘al ipparently mai 

mistake ) the 

the Wée 

and the 

the difference 

but Vaughn 

icf tana 


samMNMe 


with A 20 


Sante Fe 
Clovis and other New 


were bad 


The show went north and was at 
Cheyene, Wyoming, on May 1/7, and 
played in a snowstorm The show struaq 
gled through cold, rain, and snow for 
almost five weeks. At O'Neill, Neb., 
on May 19, the sun came out and a 
pretty day was at hand. However busi 
ness was not affected and only fair turn- 
outs were present for both shows. Christy 
played Hastings, Neb., May 22, Norfolk, 
23rd, and Niobra, 24th. After a few 
more Nebraska stands the back 
tracked and returned to Wyoming. Cas- 
per, Wyoming, was played May 29, Sher- 
idan, 30th, Killette, 31st, and Newcastle, 
June | The Decoration Day stand at 
Sheridan did a good matinee, but no 
parade was given. A 52-mile per hour 
gale was present all day and it was with 
difficulty that the show got the big top 
in the air, and it was considerably dam- 
aged. South Dakota was entered June 
2 at Hot Springs. Then Deadwood, 3rd, 
Belle Fourche, 4th, Rapid City, 5th, Mur- 
do, 6th, Chamberlain, 7th, Mitchell, 9th, 
and Redfield, |10th. No parades were 
given at Deadwood and Rapid City. Wind 
and rain ruined most days while in 
South Dakota. At Mitchell, the three 
bands and steam calliope were broad- 
cast as the parade passed the Corn Pal- 
ace. 


show 


Glen Ullin, North Dakota, was played 
lune 13. and the show entered Montana 
June 14, at Glendive 


Pf ¢ >» } 
June . Z| wa 


how in the way 
7 


were played if) i 
Wibaux, Mont 
16th: W 
Neo Be 


< | toll iW 


Mont., 


Ci Ad 
JIHUrie 


matinee 
int; Wolf 
Glasgi Ww 
Mont ‘a 


matinee 


Falls 


Great 


records the 


Mont June 
Circus arrived in ¢ 

shortly after 6 o'clock a 
almost n the 


Christy Br 
Friday 


unloaded 


night 
showground 
appearan 


The work of erect 


using the ume lot as the 
nere tw yer > ag 
ing the side show and the big top w 
iccomplished in record time and tt 


Now wi en for busine 


r 
rmance ta 
here until 
made the rect 
A 
fA Crew 
Point 
TTern 
ut e | 


nd much valuable time was thu 


where 


The Circu i¢ 1OW 


record and hi nade four town: 


day 


broken it 


left Williston, N. D., after 
midnight June 19, and ran up a branch 
Bainville, Mont., to Plentywood 
afternoon performance was 
given to good business, starting at 1:20 
The show was over and the train loaded 
and left at 4 o’clock for Bainville 
a night performance was 
show train arrived here at 6:20 p.m 
making a run of 59 miles The tents 
were up and the night show started at 
9 o'clock. The side show opened at 8 
and had a good play. Here also the lot 
had been laid out and the stakes driven 
by Eddie Johnson and a crew of 
sent on ahead 


‘The circu 


from 
where an 


where 
given The 


men 


‘The train was behind a wreck on the 
run to Wolf Point for the afternoon show 
on Friday, but arrived early enough to 
allow a street parade here which was 
back on the lot at 11:30. Big crowds 
of Indians in town from the reservation 
and good matinee, which started at | 
o'clock. 


“The train was loaded 
lot and left for Glasgow at 4 o’clock. The 
Great Northern road gave the show 
splendid service and made the runs on 
time in every instance, making it pos- 
sible to carry out the program as sched 
uled. 


right at the 
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rsonnel 
. Luck for the 
Christy had counte 
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ond tne how plays i t 
$270.00 for bottl perform 
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much information used 


Auncuncement Extraordinary To" 


TO COLLECTORS AND MODEL BULDERS 


Circus Wagon Photographs 


if ' yf 
This is first and exclusivs ffering of the collection taken by W. 
), 
| 


C. J. Baker of the Baker & Lockwood M Co. “The 


| 
C 1 < 1O1N 
Tent St V¥ Builder luring tne year YUU to IVY, 


RINGLING BROS. — CARL HAGENBECK — SELLS-FLOTO 


GENTRY BROS. — 101 RANCH WILD WEST 
PAWNEE BILL WILD WEST — CAMPBELL BROS. 


NORRIS & ROWE — ADAM FOREPAUGH 
SELLS BROS — ETC. 


Pre-viewed and recommended by Col. W. H. Woodcock, 
CHS, CFA, CMB&OA 


SEND 6¢ FOR DESCRIPTIVE LIST 


J. W. BEGGS 


7125 Park Rd. Eastwood Hills, KANSAS CITY 3, MO. 
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Al G. Kelly & Miller Bros. Circus 


195] Season By “Calliope” Bill Green, No. 9 


Editor's Note—This excellent article by Bill Green was accompanied | 


photo: Sorry that circumstances keep us from using them 


Whenever we pay a visit to the Al G many turn balancing juggling 
Kelly & Miller Bros. Circus we invariably tortion, wire-walking ill of whic 
have such an enjoyable time that we ar quite dept in And Mama 
fail to take notes on the performance apa Kriel do more than their bit with 
We must again plead guilty in lowning 


pect following our two vi that 
T na 
but we will at 

nt w, however, is 
impre 


at trained elephant 


throu 
¢ | : j 
Since tne circu ayed | e } ince a \ wind up 
motinee pertormanc ’ asn wa [ ir iona m 
we went 
preceding 
how 
time ft visitin 


the stand hers 


never een tne 


whicl 
the 


how 


beauty, with the all-new The walk-around on 
and costumes especially de Miss Oklahoma (hipp 


f 


it and with the many anima! feature that does much 


it, it convince he how flavor t 


start that tl 
art at : The cl wning which 
how Dut ¢ I 
weakest thing 
IS anyon sap ; ; 
e ‘ impr vou 


with wha , 
re til] 


he 


; 
a 
’ 


im) ] 
mighty good job in getting 

tive five ring performanc: 

mayority the per than they now have 

tive rings are in actual use clown alley w 1 make 

ur old friend Gus Kanerva ing. 
glamorous Evelina Rossi, neither The 
with the show this year, but we 
much new talent has been added 


as always, the accent being on 


liberty horse 
trained dogs and ponie 
the other animal act 
well-trained and presente: 
pleasing manner which the 
ng the new-comers the Maurillo’s always demanded 
xican casting act, deserves special Charlie Cuthbert lea 
Combining both thrills and band which should please 
it is an excellent substitute for  ¢ 9] lovers of circus music 
a high flying act which is not practical gq circus band and what's m 


with the push-pole top now being used. like one! Walt Steven d 


The Kriel Children Jeanie, Pat and job on the air calliope 
Richard——als deserve much __— credit. Tiger Bill Snyder announces the 
These young, versatile and charming and has charge of the Wild West concert 


youngsters never fail to please with their that follows the big show 
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The menagerie as comt 
mprise 


iInimal 


with the ide show 
ut the same 
eason Me 

a strona line-up of talen ni year 
nappy colored minstrel 

e de Leon, armie wonder and 

Red Devils, fire The latter 

cided novelty in tield of fire 

The things they do with fire is 

truly remarkable We might add that 
the thing 
ni educated toes are Kewl 


variety 
Lew! ‘e 1} manag 


and, blade 


which Senor de Leon does with 
remoarr 
A half-and-half presented in 


agnnex 


The giraffe and a ) are exhibited 
n tne midway Q ; } tre attractions 
ag pony ride an he usual 
concession O souven- 
but the wusua olicy of the 

in effect and th no arift 
iny kind be seen midway 


the ide sh Ww 


In spite 

en almost nothing 

lity for the weel 
Circu Day in 
A briaht, war 


order f I 


gh the t was a good two mil 
wn, the wnspeopie were quick 
that ’ wa no small show 

aw 1 ; iarg Di 
ind decor comin 


. 
town en route to the lot and 


yutifully 


tened to drive out and watch 
ays fascinating sight of a circus 
tting up with the happy result that 
ittendance for matinee was a 
traw house | t that the 

qd nad the 


hinagton since 


iTiING id 


d taking pic 


ir) USt 
CFA 


> 
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tl 

day and 
Muth, local 
tographer obtained permission to take 


<e picture: Hic 


during the performanc 
he big top The four of u: 
od friend and fellow CHS mem 
a chicken dinner with all the 
the cookh 
all greatly enjoyed lone i uperinten 
dent of the concessions with the 


f 
r 
picture 
t 


were guest 
of Our ¢ 
ber for 
trimmings in use which we 
show 


Another ‘free lance’’ photographer 
R. Lobaugh, Washington attorney, wa 
n the lot all day taking both stills and 


—Hobby-Bandwagon, January Issue, 


movies and joined us in the back - 


during the performance. 


een < the lot wa old 

Virge Campbell—the last of the 

Campbell Bros never 

pportunity of seeing a circus 

near enough his present 
Nebraska 


d that time would per 

ur friends from the show 

brief visit and look at our 

Bill Woodcock and lone 

in particular) but the show had 

been fighting mud and rain for a week 

busy and worn 

r it to be possible So our only 

from the show was Johnny Grady, 

w painter, who came out to the shop 
r an all-too-short visit 


ond everyone was too 


we will say that the 

congratulated on the 

they have this season 

i to their already strong 

menagerie, a top-notch performance, 

which in addition to their modern equip 

ment and courteous and honest dealings 

public and their attractive ap- 

th off and on the lot make: 

asy to understand why this show is 

making circus history We doubt 

very much if there is anything trucks 

which can much S$ Sur 
sass them. 


equal them 


» feel that much credit is due 
general agent, Art Miller and 
taff of advertising men who 
him as town over a 
‘leasure of 
lerable time with him and 

works It is our be- 

fortunate in 

an aa bility. And 
m being a good agent, we found 
well wh » friendly visits 


remem 


1951 Hunt Bros. 


10 Views — $1.00 


Send for complete List 


GEORGE A. LANPHEAR 
CIRCUS PHOTOS 
P. O. Box 3 
NORTH STONINGTON, CONN. 
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A Side-Show Review 


By Barry Gray 


Sent in by Bette Leonard 





appear 
} picture 


T the ye 
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( ie ¢ t 
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f New York. 


in Tric 
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xT Gown the ine, 
“nd their music and singing 


ure superfine 
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Hula-Hula-B 
\ reé lied t 


the fr 
big ballyhc 


rm with them 


Pun hing Clark 
next in their turn, 
etween “Roy and “‘them 
There ne kinship’ you learn 


Their bag-punching act 
a pleasure to see; 
re the best on the market 


Clark’ O N T 


folks 
prepare to be happy, 
“Old Punch” is announced, 


And . soys Make it snappy. — 


r a few lively minutes 
Borry Gray and his wife 

Will give a show with their puppets 
That brings joy to your life 


Reprinted 


The first elephant to be exhibited 


1796 by Capt. Jacob Towninshield, 


product of 

A ; 

ANG proud ot 
T we nty-nine year: 


Well proporti 


Not slender, nor slim, 
Ni r clum >¥ nor stout 
hat’s Captain Jim Tarver 


You've seen him. no doubt 


This way for the exit, 
Walter Gilliland vell 


And you wonder if that’s something 
That Jimmy Nunn sell: 


Then you suddenly find yourself 
Out in the rain, 

Wondering if it will be all there 
When you come again 


The Billboard, December 25 


this country was brought from Bengal in 


f the America, out of Salem. It was 


1own to the public in iall rented at Broadway and Beaver Street in New York 
} to tt blic a hall ted at B 1B 


Many believed the elephant to be a 


Bonnie Jean Hall, daughter of 
Van Amberg Circus out of Whitewater 
n Saturday, September 22, 1951, at 
of the W. A. C. and her husband is 


} iol yt ry 


Té 


Zé llo Holl tr rrme;r Owner:© of the 
consin, was married to Louis F. Moody 


Evansville, Indiana The bride is a member 
with the United States Army 
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State of Florida Acquires Chambers 
Collection 


News Release by Ringling Museum, Sarasota, Florida 


The most famous collection in the world of origina! source material 
on the circus has just become the property of the State of Florida, 
and will soon be placed on display in the Museum of the American 
Circus, in Sarasota. 

The collection, gathered together by the late C. Spencer Chambers, 
nationally known educator of Syracuse, N. Y., contains some 25,000 
items, many of which are very rare indeed. It is valued at approxi- 
mately $30,000, and individual units are estimated at as much as 
several hundred dollars each. 

According to John L. Sullivan, curator of the Circus Museum, who 
was instrumental in obtaining the material, the purchase was made 
at an exceedingly reasonable figure, after Mr. Chamber's recent 
death. 

Although the greater part of the collection consists of material 
concerned directly with the circus itself, it also contains much on the 
theater, magic, and allied entertainment. It is possible, Mr. Sullivan 
says, that the State may dispose of certain sections, which are not 
related closely to the theme of the museum, and also of numerous 
duplicates, but the bulk will be placed on view as soon as possible. 

Those doing research will be able to find here answers to questions 
that otherwise might take prolonged delving in many collections. 
What did Astley’s Circus, in London, look like in 1777? What actors 
appeared in what plays at the Boston Museum theater in 1852-1853? 
In what fashion was a picture of the Southwark Fair “invented, paint- 
ed and engraved” by William Hogarth in 1733? What did the 
Peckham Fat Boy !ook like? What did the Illustrated London News 
write about “’Mdlle. Ella’’ at the Drury Lane Theater in November, 
18532 What Christmas pantomime was presented at the New York 
Circus in 1869? How did Mr. Van Amburgh advertise his show in 
a herald in 1839? Where was a benefit given for Mr. James, clown, 
in 18072 Where did General Tom Thumb appear on the evening 
of March 30, 1854? 

Here in Sarasota is the complete history of an entertainment that 
started with one elephant shown in a tavern yard, or one woman 
walking a tightrope in a city square, and developed into a colossal 
enterprise, with hundreds of cars carrying performers, animals and 
equipment for Ringling Brothers and Barnum & Bailey. Here is the 
record of how it grew, how methods of transportation changed, how 
one or another type of attraction has prevailed and then been sup 
planted by others. 

Hundreds of boxes of various sizes were required to hold the 
thousands upon thousands of pounds of printed matter transported 
from Syracuse to Sarasota. Although inventorying it all has begun 
already, museum officials say that the task will not be completed 
for many months. 

Executives of the Chambers estate have organized, into 25 sec- 
tions, the material the collector spent many years in acquiring. 
Among other things, there are: some 170 very fine, rare heralds 
printed during the past 100 years; 290 heralds and prints showing 
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the history of the circus from its early European development until 
1890; 925 unmounted lithographs and posters; 128 very rare circus 
and theater prints and engravings; circus books, albums, routebooks, 
pressbooks, and programs; theater programs and playbills: 688 
autographed photographs of theatrical celebrities; theater-circus 
items of special interest. In addition, there are books on the theater 
and on the ballet; stills of movie actors, vaudevillians and other 
entertainers; many books on magic, ventriloquism, palmistry, cards, 
minstrelsy, and so on; and unusual catalogues and pamphlets. 

Authorities say that the section of heralds tracing the history of 
the circus is probably the most important of all It is known as the 
Pitzer Collection, is internationally famous, and is invaluable in 
giving the European background of the American circus. Almost 
everything in it is dated before |!850 

There were arenas in ancient Rome, and races and tights were 
held there. But what we know as the circus was born in 1769 in 
London, when Philip Astley, a trick rider, found that he could gallop 
in a circle, standing on his horse, and centrifugal force would help 
him keep his balance. As posters show, he put that knowledge into 
effect in the unroofed Hippodrome he built in 1770, with a 42-foot 
circle of sawdust, known as the ring, which became the physical basis 
of the circus In 1798. A stiey built the Tamous Royal Amphitheate: 
first indoor circus, also in London 

Soon others joined the equestrian tumblers, acrobats, clowns 
ind rope dancers; then the animal trainers. Moreover, in England 
a stage was built at the side of the ring, with proscenium and orch- 
estra pit, and dramas were added to the program 

The rarest set of lithographs in Sarasota is that showing, in three 
sections, the Barnum and Bailey Greatest Show on Earth, in 40 by 
80 inch posters. Ihe first section shows the most famous band 
wagon in the world, the Two Hemispheres, which itself may become 
the property of the Museum of the American Circus. B. J. Palmer 
of Davenport, lowa, has offered to give the Two Hemispheres to the 
State of Florida, if a suitable building is constructed to hold it, on 
the Ringling property in Sarasota. The lithograph in the Chambers 
Collection, showing the ponderous wagon, which was drawn by 40 
horses, is one of only two extant 

There is here also one of three known posters printed in 1843, 
announcing the appearance of the American-born Richard Sands, 
great equestrian, at the Royal English Opera House in London. The 
other two are in private collections. Sands, be it known, started out 
with Aron (sic) Turner who, in 1830, exhibited in a 90-foot round- 
top tent—the first of that shape ever to be used in any circus, it is 
said. Sands was an outstanding example of the type of man who 
wants to shine as a manager as well as performer, and the records 
show that he was unusually successful in both roles. He even de- 
signed some of his own posters, and his show is said to have sent out 
the first calliope on wheels, in a circus parade in 1858. 

Art authorities will doubtless wax enthusiastic over the engraving 
of the Southwark Fair, by William Hogarth, one of the greatest en- 
gravers of all time, and the Rowlandson drawing of The Street Fair. 

Circus fans may find that one of the items is not too closely re- 
lated to the object of their enthusiasm, but there can be no question 
that it is unique. It is a letter to ‘“Mr. Editor’’ by Steve Brodie, 
written on August 17, 1891, under his own letterhead, offering to 
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bet $200 that he can jump from a “‘tower higher than 76 feet, in at 
least 18 feet of water and... reappear on the surface alive.”’ 

Among the least easily obtainable of the books are: Histoire des 
Menageries, by Gustave Loisel, and Le Vieux Paris, by Victor Furnel. 
The latter, published in 1887, traces the history of the circus in Paris 
for two centuries. 

Merely in glancing through the lists, the eye is caught by in- 
numerable invaluable bits of reference material: a life of Dan Rice, 
America’s greatest clown; the Tyrwhitt-Drake “English Circus and 
Fair Grounds; “‘Humbug of the World” by P. T. Barnum: a descrip 
tion of 15,000 “‘natural and foreign curiosities,’’ published in 1812: 
Henry Thetard’s “‘La Merveilleuse Histoire du Cirque;’’ a herald 
showing Martini Chiriski on the silver wire, in Allyne’s Olympic 
Circus, 1869: the celebrated horses, Pyramus and Thisbe, in the 
Cirque National de Paris in 1848. 

As old heralds and programs show, the English circus was usually 
held in an amphitheater of some sort; there was great emphasis on 
equestrian art; and pantomimes and other theatrical performances 
were included. 

The American circus developed along somewhat different lines 
Theatrical features were omitted. At the outset, the circus (a series 
of spectacular feats) and the menagerie developed separately. The 
round tent, with all it meant in mobility and convenience for the 
spectator, was essentially an American development. 

It has been said that understanding of the circus and its fascine 
tion is one of the best methods of obtaining insight into the character 
of the American people. As an authority has pointed out, the deep- 
est appeal of our circus during the 19th century was in its actuality 
rather than in its illusion—on skill in doing truly just the feats per- 
formers appeared to be accomplishing. Only the clown was kidding 
the onlooker. Here was no dream stuff—except the dream that the 
onlooker, too, might turn somersaults on horseback, hang by his 
teeth, or walk along a tiny wire high above the ground 

That dream seems to have been universal. Certainly some of our 
greatest men have been circus fans. And one of the first of those 

as the Father of His Country, himself 

In the Chambers Collection there is a herald announcing the first 
complete performance of a circus in this country that offered by 
John B. Ricketts in Philadelphia on April 3, 1793. Ricketts had com 
rom Scotland, and built an auditorium, after he had started with 

iection contains also a clipping from 
at George Washington attended 
3, on the occa: of ab 


on 


Washington was Qa ac 
with him, sold him fine hor th , Tten per- 
formances. His presence guarant ed the respe ctability of the Circus, 
though apparently that assurance was not really necessary, fo: 
Philadelphia had had a permanent theater in 1766, and way back 
in 1744 the first exhibition of tightrope walking in America had been 
held in an open space called Society Hill. An equestrian perform- 
ance had been given under canvas in 1771 in Center Square, and 
others in 1772. Thougha ban was put on such things in 1774, it was 
lifted in 1780. 
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Wanted! 


Pictures of the originol 
WALTER L. MAIN CIRCUS 
What do you have? 


F. L. McCLINTOCK 


924 Trenton Avo. 
URICHSVILLE, OHIO 
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Miniature Circus Supplies 


Complete line of imported 
composition animals for 
_collectors. 


Plastic 44” and 12” 
scale wheels. 


Listings for a stamped envelope 


J. A. WASHBURN 


6547 Greenview Avenue 


CHICAGO 26, ILLINOIS 


Wanted! 


Would like to buy Circus 
Negatives, old or new, with 
data. Especially Clyde 
Beatty, Stevens Bros. Rupps, 
Cooper Bros. 


Please state whot you have and 
your price in first letter. 


LEON A. SCOFIELD 
R. F. D. 1 
HAMPTON, CONN. 


a 


1951 Route Book 


100 PAGES — IN COLORS 
$1.50 Postpaid 


For Sale by 


BILL GREEN’S ENTERPRISES 
312 North C Street 
WASHINGTON, KANSAS 
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Winter Quarters Data from Have-A-Laff Shows, 
but be careful! By Art Dec Miller 


Work in quarters is progre 


five and (190) men are at work there General man 
4 


Ing at a dizzy rafte 


the idea of purchasing five gallon 
gallon of circus red Seven baggage wagons were 


before it was discovered the blend had turned a sick 


red barn paint 


much consternation among the staff but Hic-cuy 


completing these wagons with a multicolored serie f bru 


} . 


TT-nand petween 


A-Cent hit upon 


mix with the one lone 


ih the paint shop 
pink This caused 
painter, suggested 


laut T he utcome 


should resemble small pox or the measle Some of the heavier waqons are in 


sad state of neglect but Slivers Sam, wagon builder, is hard 
bh 


with slats from lettuce crates Claims h ving the 
and besides the thin slats are much easier aw throua 


Snake-Ears, the cook, has been gaiving the boy 
meals The first of the week he features bean up, mi 
bean soup, and week ends everyb: served bean 
is very much in the dog house » has been h 
the shows only coach that didn't leak and recently 
an imprompto party for her cronie: 

However, being in a somewhat jovia after 
buxom gals climbed into the a : their 
the car until early morn 


The problem of much needed sf 
years ago the town supp rted a theatrical « tumer 
management secured the entire stock at an undiscl 
press agent, is burning mid-night oil writing a script 
costumes He claims the tournament will be uper 
about the Spanish American War 


Filthy Fred, blacksmith, has all wagon running 
the steel tires on the wagons by driving spikes int 
good and saves time usually spent in removing and re 
Filthy’s failure to clip off the protruding point of one 
and unannounced strip tease eye opener at quarter 
marm and her brood visited quarters for educational 
dressed damsel walked too close t aid agon wheel 
spike Without warning the sharp barb ripped the unsusy 


her shapely figure Her alarming shrie! ind ectacula 
f J } 


won the approval of showmen and students alike 
sense future date material, rushed to her re 
covered her shame and pride Hic-cups } 
is a marvel at building up broken off carving 
sweepings and plaster The tat Sarga Se 
horns with a husky telephone p but Hic-cur 
one called “‘Hades.’ Visitors eye it in silent 
noting the wagon appea impre 
and Slitz Recentl liscovere 
from the hyena ca 
the back bar 
placards from 
Central on all 
line: 

Before making me run last 
ancient lithos and ‘se were stored aw 
boss biller, recently blew int 
fighting rage when ne ] -overed th Tire Cc 
pletely riddled his extra shirt he entire st 


Patch-it Paddy, | Invasma tremely | 
He is using feed sa iste —f duck and rather tt 
is cementing them on with 1 ement : claims they 
The writer, at present connec 1 wit 
with the outfit a ho. agent 
perous season 


it rt otc ) them 


VV 


varie;ry 

menu | 
Incidently 
chicken ill winter 
wife decided to | 
ina terrible conditi 
hilarious attempt 


inter driftin 


tTul Bernie 


DOC MILLER 





